
Guatemala Overview
The most populous nation in Central 
America with approximately 12 million 
inhabitants. A high percentage belongs 
to the 21 Mayan groups that still pre -
serve the cultural heritage of their an -
cestors. ItÕs capital is Guatemala City.

Guatemala is part of the ecological 
bridge that joins both hemispheres of 
the Americas. Its physical features and 
climate combine to produce one of the 
highest biological diversities in the 
world. The country is traversed by nu -
merous rivers. It is dotted with lakes 
and covered by tropical jungles and 
forested plains. Volcanic sand beaches 
rim the PaciÞc Ocean and Caribbean 
Sea, some of which are still undiscov -
ered.

The o!cial language is Spanish, but 
more than 21 dialects, including 
Quche, Cakchiquel, Mam and Kekchi, 
are spoken by various indigenous 
communities. Co"ee is the mainstay of 
the economy, but tourism has become 
the second most important source of 
foreign revenue in recent years.

Mission Vocation Prayer  

Lord, you told the Apostles to ÒGo 
and teach all nations.Ó

Many have heard your Gospel, but 
many more have not.

Give missionaries great faith and 
new zeal.

Increase their numbers.

Let them bring light where there is 
darkness, love where there is suspi -
cion and hate.

Help them to lead people to fuller 
lives in which they recognize them -
selves as your children.

And if, Lord. you are calling me or 
one of my loved ones to be your 
messenger give us the faith to ac -
cept your call generously.
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GO OUT TO ALL THE WORLD  

Everywhere the missionary is sent, it is 
necessary to learn about the people ~ 
their history and culture, to discover 
and share GodÕs presence through the 
witness and sharing of our faith.

On this taste of mission trip you will 
experience the hospitality of the poor, 
learn about their social and economic 
realities and be inspired by their lives.

TRIP OVERVIEW

The cost is held to a minimum, par -
ticipants are asked to pay $700 dollars 
which helps mainly to offset the cost 
of the plane ticket. We will be leaving 

from OÕHare airport, Chicago, ar -
rangements should be made ahead of 
time to arrive in Chicago at a conven -
ient time to leave as a group (other 
arrangements can be made for those 
living in the east or west of the coun -
try). All transport within Guatemala will 
be provided for as well as food and 
lodging while in the country (you will 
of course need a valid passport).

Our main base will be the Comboni 
Missionaries provincial house in Gua -
temala City. We will travel to a few of 
our mission sites. It will be a kind of 
pilgrimage, a chance to grow spiritu -
ally. Morning and evening prayer 
along with the Eucharist will be part of 
every day. There will be time given for 
personal quiet time as well. Knowl -
edge of Spanish is not necessary but 
helpful.

We are not coming with a project to 
begin or complete , the idea is more of 
having an open mind to the culture, to 
better understand the struggles the 
people face and to share your faith.  

MISSION AWARENESS

The Comboni Missionaries are in 
over 40 developing countries and 
believe in mission awareness and 
the valuable impact of having 

contact with the reality of the 
ChurchÕs missions, especially  for 
those who are possibly consider -
ing a missionary vocation.

For further questions and details, 

contact Fr. David Bohnsack 
revdavemccj@gmail.com  (773)480-2522

Taste of Mission ~ Guatemala

mailto:revdavemccj@gmail.com
mailto:revdavemccj@gmail.com

